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Since its founding in 2006, the Burbank Arts for All Foundation has given over 

$344,555 in supplemental funding in support of its mission to ensure every student 

in Burbank public schools receives a quality arts education as part of their core 

curriculum. Grants have funded a variety of traditional arts programs ς including 

visual, media and performing arts ς as well as professional development, facilities 

upgrades, and utilizing the arts as a teaching tool in core subjects such as English, 

European History and Math to deepen knowledge of academic standards. The effects of these funds can be seen 

throughout the Burbank Unified School District. 

Below, please enjoy reading about the impact of a few of the many projects funded in the 2014-2015 school year: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BRET HARTE AUDITORIUM SOUND SYSTEM  
Bret Harte Elementary School | Funded Fall 2014 
 
As they continued the second phase of their 
auditorium update, Bret Harte Elementary staff 
ÓÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÕÐÇÒÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÔÏ ȰÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á 
performance space conducive to the needs of dance, 
drama, annual spelling bee, assemblies, instrumental 
and vocal programsȢȱ With the help of funding from 
the Burbank Arts for All Foundation, new speakers 
were installed in the Bret Harte Auditorium. The 
speakers have resulted in better heard performances 
and increased student confidence in their 
performances. According to Curriculum Specialist Jill 
Johnson, Ȱ4ÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÉÍÍÅÁÓÕÒÁÂÌÅȢ 
We have only had one performance with the new 
system and the feedback from teachers was fantastic. 
We look forward to many more years of Bret Harte 
teachers enjoying teaching VAPA standards to our 
students and utilizing this great tool of sound to 
ÓÈÏ×ÃÁÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓȢȱ  
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THE CONTINUED GROWTH OF A MODEL THEATRE PROGRAM  
Joaquin Miller Elementary School | Funded Fall 2014 

 

-ÉÌÌÅÒ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÈÁÓ been growing steadily 
since its inception, and ȰÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ× ÔÒÕÌÙ ÅÍÂÒÁÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
idea of Miller as a school of the arts.ȱ This fall, over half of the 4th 
ÇÒÁÄÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Ȱ!ÌÉÃÅ ÉÎ 
7ÏÎÄÅÒÌÁÎÄȱȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÂÅÉÎÇ onstage, backstage, playing live 
music and helping paint the sets. In the Spring, 5th graders in 
-ÅÌÉÓÓÁ 0ÁÍÐÅÒÉÎȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÐÕÔ ÏÎ Á ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Ȱ0ÅÎÅÌÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ 0ÉÒÁÔÅÓȢȱ 
 
During both productions, students shared the valuable skills 
they learned, such as having courage, gaining confidence, never 
ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÐȟ ÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÔÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÏËÁÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ 
ÍÉÓÔÁËÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÁÒÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍ 
throughout their lives; according to 4th grade teacher, John 
Ossif: Ȱɍ4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭɎ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÈÏ× 
much of an impact participation in a theater production can have, 
ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÓ ÏÎ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢȱ 
 
Teaching artists from 24th Street Theatre, Theatre West and 

Flights of Fantasy also came in to work with various grade levels, providing theatre training to students and teachers. 
 

 
 

JORDAN VISUAL ARTS 
David Starr Jordan Middle School | Funded Fall 2014 

Jordan Visual Arts teacher Tamara Fiola applied for a Foundation grant to give her students the experience of using new 
art tools and supplies (drawing boards, still life materials, new rulers, paint brushes of a variety of sizes, proper storage, 
ÅÔÃȣɊ. Thanks to the funding she received, Ms. Fiola was able to purchase new art supplies that can be used for years to 
come. Because of the additional supplies, she noticed marked changes in her students: 

ȰDuring the multiple projects in using the new 
materials and toolsȣI was able to observe a 
new confidence and a positive feeling or pride 
with the students. They would make 
ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÌÉËÅȡ Ȱ7Ï×ȟ ÎÅ× ÒÕÌÅÒÓȦ .Ï× ×Å 
ÃÁÎ ÄÒÁ× ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔ ÌÉÎÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÂÅÎÔ ÅÄÇÅÓȦȱȟ 
Ȱ#ÁÎ ×Å ÄÒÁ× ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ɍÎÅ× 
ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇɎ ÂÏÁÒÄÓȩȱ expressed in excitement (in 
reference to using the drawing boards), and ȱ) 
ÆÅÅÌ ÌÉËÅ ) ÃÁÎ ÄÒÁ× ÂÅÔÔÅÒȱ after being taught 
how to draw from a still life. ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ 
how students would feel better about their 
work and increased skills after getting 
upgraded tools and materials. Students 
started to respect the art tools even more in 
knowing that it was to help them improve and 
ÈÁÖÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢȱ 
  



© Burbank Arts for All Foundation (Summer 2015)  348 E. Olive Avenue Suite D  Burbank, CA 91502  www.BurbankArtsforAll.org 

INSTRUMENT PURCHASES FOR A GROWING MUSIC PROGRAM 
John Muir Middle School | Funded Fall 2014 

Increased enrollment in instrumental music 

classes means a greater need for new and 

working instruments. Unfortunately, 

instruments are expensive and many 

students are left learning on old, poor quality 

instruments or sharing with other students, 

giving less time to be able to practice. 

Thanks to funding from the Burbank Arts for 

All Foundation, the Muir Middle School band 

was able to purchase two clarinets and a 

cello this fall. These purchases have 

impacted not only the individual students 

playing them, but the band as a whole. 

According to Band Director, Suzanne Snell, 

ȰThe students are happy and excited to play 

new instruments that have better sound 

quality, without the frustration of playing instruments that need repair. There is an increase in practice due to instrument 

availÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȣ4ÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅd skills of these students, as well as improved sound quality, strengthens the learning and 

performing band and orchestra experiences as a wholeȢȱ  

INSTRUMENT REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

Luther Burbank Middle School | Funded Fall 2014 

An ongoing project, the Luther Middle School band is continually searching for resources to help repair and replace 

their instrument inventory. Last Fall, Burbank Arts for All Foundation provided a grant that helped fund the purchase of 

2 alto saxophones, 1 tenor saxophone, 1 clarinet and 2 trumpets. Thanks to the acquisition of new instruments, the 

Band students continue to strengthen their skills and grow together as a group. 

Burbank Arts for All Foundation has always been so supportive of our band program at Luther. Thank you so much for 

ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÇÒÏ×Ȣ 9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÂÙ 

supplying us with the instruments that we need year to year. I have students who come back to visit and they often express 

their gratitude for the quality instruments they got to play during their years at Luther. Many lives have been touched and 

many memories have been made!!! 

-Cathy Kim, LBMS Band Director 

 

SPECIAL ARTISTS WORKSHOP  

Burbank High School | Funded Fall 2014 

Last Fall, all of the Burbank High choir classes were 

given the unique opportunity to learn from the Taiko 

group "On Ensemble"! The group came to work with 

the students to perform and demonstrate drumming 

techniques that can be incorporated into vocal 

performances.  
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According to choir parent, Marianne Winters, Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÅÎÊÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Áll 
of the choir students as they participated in the performance.ȱ  

BURBANK HIGH INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC ASSOCIATION  
Burbank High School | Funded Fall 2014 

To aid the Burbank High instrumental music students in their studies, 
Band Director Michael Stanley applied for a grant to purchase a Yamaha 
HD-200 Harmony Director - Instructional Keyboard. The keyboard 
ȰÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÁÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÁÄÊÕÓÔ ÎÏÔÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 
chords to play them in tune over the bass note, and show the difference 
between in tune ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÕÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÕÃÈ ÏÆ Á ÂÕÔÔÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÔÏÏÌ 
has helped students improve their skills and abilities.  
 

 
 
SHOW CHOIR EXPERT CLINIC  
John Burroughs High School | Funded Fall 2014 
 
Illinois choir teacher, Mark Myers, visited JBHS as an artist-in-residence during the course of two school days. After 

hearing the choir students perform specific songs, Mr. Myers taught them ȰÔÈÅ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÖÏÃÁÌ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓ ÖÉÔÁÌ 

to the performance style of each ÓÏÎÇȟ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÌÁÒÇÅȢȱ The clinic was beneficial to both students and to Choir 

Director, Brendan Jennings. For students, ȰÖÁÓÔ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÖÁÒÉÅÄ ÖÏÃÁÌ ÓÔÙÌÅÓ ×ÁÓ 

ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÅÓÔÈÅÔÉÃ ÖÁÌÕÉÎÇȢȱ For Mr. Jennings, Ȱ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ɍÈÉÓɎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ 

ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȟȱ providing a variety of techniques to utilize in his instruction later on.  

Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÇÒÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ -ÒȢ -ÙÅÒÓȣɍ(ÅɎ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÕÓ ÂÙ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ 

versatile singers. With art there are challenging obstacles you must overcome but with help and support you are able to 

ÆÉÎÉÓÈ ÓÔÒÏÎÇȢ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÌÙÉÎÇ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒȢȱ 

-Faydean K., JBHS Choir Student 

POETRY IN PERFORMANCE:  
UNDERSTANDING, EXPERIENCING, AND PERFORMING THE WORKS OF EMILY DICKINSON  
John Burroughs High School | Funded Fall 2014 
 

Each year, the 11th grade English students at John Burroughs High 
School study the life and work of poet Emily Dickinson. For the last four 
years, teachers have partnered with Teaching Artist Kate Randolph to 
enhance student learning by incorporating theatre skills to ȰÔÈÅ 
memorization, appreciation, understanding and performance of poetry.ȱ 
The students are taught theatre techniques, such as volume, gesture, 
breath control, expressiveness and body control. They then apply these 
skills to a performed recitation of Dickinson poem. Students performed 
their poems twice: once as a dress rehearsal, on which they received 
feedback, and then a final performance incorporating any 

recommendations. Ms. Randolph also performs a one-woman play about the life and work of Emily Dickinson, The Belle 
of Amherst, for the students. 
 
The project has also been a learning experience for classroom teachers. Teachers Andrea Permenter and Lee Carlton 
have been facilitating the project over the years, and this year they shared that ȰÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅȟ ɍÔÈÅÙɎ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ×ÈÁÔ 
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[they] have learned from working with Kate immediately to use in other English 11 classes. On [their] own, we led the 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÅÁÔÒÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÆÅÅÄÂÁÃË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ ÏÆ ÁÎ %ÍÉÌÙ $ÉÃËÉÎÓÏÎ ÐÏÅÍȢȱ 
 

 

 
THE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS AS THE BASIS FOR MENTORING AT-RISK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  
Community Day School | Funded Fall 2014 
 
3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÔ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ $ÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÎÉÏÒ !ÒÔÉÓÔÓȭ 
Colony to work on creating visual art pieces, exploring a variety of mediums to discover the form of artistic expression 
that best related to them personally. The students and mentors also worked on creating an individual Rap to express 
themselves and their own lives. The Rap provided different challenges for both the students and mentors: students 
faced difficulty in expressing themselves, while mentors had little experience with the rap genre and how to formulate 
their pieces. 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÃÕÌÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á Ȱ2ÁÐ /ÆÆȱȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ seniors presenting their final artworks and Raps.  
 
According to Principal Chris Krohn, ȰÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÕÉÌÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ 
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ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÉÎÇȱ and ȰÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÁÒÔÉÓÔ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢȱ One student in 
particular was strongly impacted by the project: 
 
Ȱ/ÎÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
program and participated. He became a leader, encouraged other students to get involved and worked extremely well with 
ÔÈÅ ÓÅÎÉÏÒÓȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȢȱ 
 

 

 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS FOR MAGNOLIA PARK STUDENTS AND TEACHERS  

Magnolia Park School | Funded Fall 2014 

Originally planning to incorporate both visual and 
performing arts into their curriculum, Magnolia Park 
instructors decided to focus on visual arts, to ȰÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÒÔÓ 
instructional experiences for [the] students, motivate, 
encourage and engage students and staff members through 
creative process, give students an opportunity to be 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓȢȱ Teaching Artist 
Alvaro Asturias provided 10 weeks of instruction, helping 
them to create masks and original paintings. Mr. Asturias 
also worked with teachers to align the project with the 
curriculum already in place and to provide support 
between sessions, giving them the tools needed to 
integrate the arts into future projects. While all students 
were given the chance to explore the artistic process and 
each successfully completed the project, an unexpected 
result was found in how the program unified the students and staff. Despite working on the projects individually, 
working on their goals at the same time fostered a sense of community within the school.  
 
Ȱ/ÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÁÒÔÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ %ØÐÏÓÕÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÓÔ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ 
participate in after school activities. This makes the creative process experience extremely important. Creating includes 
problem solving, adapting, critical thinking, and transforming mistakes into triumphs. Our kids need these experiences so 
they can build their resiliency and transfer coping skills to all aspectÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȢȱ 
 

-Avra Warsofsky, Program Specialist for Foothill SELPA 


